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Welcome to 

The Sandroydian
On so many fronts, this has been a challenging academic year for 
the whole of the Sandroyd community! I am immensely proud that 
in the middle of a global pandemic, education for children across 
all ages continued to such a high standard. Now that we have 
had a chance to measure and reflect on the impact of our remote 
learning programme, it is also clear just how much learning took 
place during the lockdown.

None of this was possible without significant sacrifices made by the teaching staff and the 
Sandroyd parents. I am immensely grateful for their support during this challenging time. 
Lockdown provided many highs and lows for us all. On reflection, it is clear that for the vast 
majority of the community, this was a bonding experience. We appreciated the significant 
efforts made to ensure education could continue. In missing certain aspects of the school 
day, we learnt to appreciate what we were missing and indeed to understand what is so 
important to us in education.

The children showed remarkable resilience and adaptability as they approached lockdown. 
Their independent learning, required more than ever before, really was brought to the fore 
and was a significant factor in the success of remote learning. As one parent commented, ‘The 
whole exercise was really like one extensive Strive session!’ In many ways, I would agree the 
independent thought that Strive encourages allowed children to adapt quickly to changing 
circumstances. 

Of course, whilst inevitably this year will be remembered due to the pandemic, much was 
achieved in school both before and after this period. The Year 8s, in particular, had a fantastic 
final year with many memorable rugby, hockey and netball fixtures. Our squash team had a 
very successful season, and I am delighted that this sport continues to go from strength to 
strength. The Wizard of Oz was performed in the winter term; our dance programme was 
extensive and ambitious, and our ever increasing plans on the music front reflect the progress 
the children are making in the arts. If you then add in an exceptional year for ‘Value-added’ 
across all levels of the academic spectrum, you could start questioning how much of an impact 
the pandemic had on the children’s overall education! 

It was tremendous to have the children back in school towards the end of the summer term. 
In particular to welcome the leavers back for their final leavers’ events, including the leavers’ 
meal and prize giving. We look forward to keeping in touch with this remarkable group as 
they continue to flourish in their new schools.

I hope the following pages do justice to the work and many achievements of the Sandroyd 
children. It has been a unique and remarkable year.

Niti est Nitere!



September
We started the year by wishing 
congratulations to Josh who 
represented GB in the U11 
race for the World Champion-
ships Laser-Run in Budapest.  
Josh had a fabulous mixed re-
lay - achieving gold!  He had 
an outstanding run and shot 
in less than six seconds both 
times.  

Ten Year 8 Maths pupils at-
tended a lecture at Hanford, 
as part of the school’s STEM 
week, to listen to a talk by 
Alex Bellos - a British writer 
and broadcaster, and author 
of books about mathematics.  
The theme of his lecture was 
‘The Origin of Number’, the his-
tory of the numerical symbols, 
the various ways of recording 
a tally around the world and 
the use of a Japanese abacus. 
The speed and agility of Japa-
nese students when required 
to quickly add numbers which 
flash up on a screen was truly 
amazing. 

Pupils attended Milton Abbey 
for their ‘Dreamcoat in a Day’ 
Choral Workshop.

October
Pupils participated in National 
Poetry Day reciting wonderful 
poems at many of our ‘pop-up 
poetry’ events.

The 1st Hockey team won 6-3 
against Forres Sandle Manor - 
an outstanding result.

12 children from all year groups 
in the Prep School performed 
in our first informal concert 
of the academic year.  It was 
fantastic to see such confident 
solo performances.

Bryanston held an Orchestral 
Day where pupils experienced 
sectionals lead by inspirational 
teachers, including a full or-
chestra.

Congratulations to six riders 
after a successful trip to More-
ton.

Year 6 children attended an Art 
Workshop at St Mary’s Shaft-
esbury creating Mixed Media 
Robots.

11 intrepid cyclists set out in 
torrential rain during their 
moutain biking activity.

The Walled Garden children 
learnt about the Festival of Di-
wali - creating Rangoli patterns, 
cooking special food, learning 
dances, making diva lamps us-
ing clay and wore some very 
special clothes.

YEAR IN REVIEW
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November
The Walled Garden learnt 
about Bonfire and Firework 
Safety with lots of exciting ac-
tivities including colour mixing, 
cooking on an open fire and 
fire lighting.  It is tradition for 
the Reception class to build 
‘Guy’ for the bonfire!

The Year 5 girls visited Monk-
ton Prep for a day of non-stop 
singing.

Congratulations to the Archery 
students who won their match 
against Salisbury Cathedral 
School.

‘Maths England’, the largest na-
tional maths festival, hit San-
droyd, the first to be run and 
Sandroyd were keen to be part 
of it.

The ‘Friends of Sandroyd’ or-
ganised and ran a very suc-
cessful Christmas Fair in sup-
port of our school charities.

Sandroyd hosted a fantastic 
concert in aid of Children in 
Need, raising over £320.

Year 8 children took part in the 
‘Wizard of Oz’, a fantastic pro-
duction.  The children all shone 
on the stage and showed great 
dedication and teamwork.

We congratulated Edward for 
achieving Bronze in the Hamp-
shire Age Group Foil Competi-
tion after facing very experi-
enced fencers.

Mr & Mrs Holbrook hosted a 
successful event in Dubai to 
promote Sandroyd.

December
We held our annual Christmas 
Jumper Day.

2019 was a bumper year for 
the long standing Bridmore 
Public Speaking Competition. 
Every year the standard gets 
higher and the range of topics 
broader.  The maturity in each 
contestant’s delivery was re-
markable.

We watched our Walled Gar-
den children perform a tre-
mendous Nativity.

Years 3 and 4 took part in our 
Christingle in the Front Hall.  
This started with a few Christ-
mas Stories, then the lighting 
of the Christingles whilst the 
children sang carols beside the 
Christmas Tree.

Sandroyd held their own Gen-
eral Election.  Five academic 
scholars were assigned a party 
and presented their policies 
on these issues in front of the 
whole school.

We concluded the first term 
of the Accelerated Reader 
Scheme with more than 1,700 
books read between our Year 
3-6 pupils.

Our Rugby team celebrated an 
unbeaten season!

Year 8 girls enjoyed a busy and 
successful tour in Cornwall.

Over 100 Sandroyd children 
performed in a Christmas Con-
cert at Messums.

We ended the term with a Car-
ol Service in the Theatre.

January
We started the year by wishing 
congratulations to our team 
who took part in the Quiz Club: 
National Inter-School General 
Knowledge Championships.  
They came first against 11 oth-
er schools.

The Walled Garden celebrated 
Chinese New Year with craft, 
Chinese calendar wheels, drag-
on painting, making dragons, 
singing and dancing in lion 
heads. They also snacked on 
fortune cookies, talked about 
Chinese food and how to write 
Chinese characters.
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March
World Book Day was celebrat-
ed in style with a plethora of ac-
tivities - an assembly from the 
Student Librarians, a pop up 
book shop, and competitions 
such as Get Caught Reading.  
The Walled Garden children 
dressed up as their favourite 
book characters.  

All the children in our Nurs-
ery and Pre-Prep enjoyed tak-
ing part in our Sponsored Bike 
Ride.  They raised £1,000 which 
went to our chosen Charity 
‘School in a Bag’.

The Friends of Sandroyd host-
ed a quiz raising over £700 for 
our school charities.

Sports Relief was tremendous 
fun with dodge ball mayhem, 
welly wanging, clubbercise, 
duck duck goose, a skipathon, 
and synchronised swimming 
by The Walled Garden children.  
£450 was raised.

We watched a spectacular per-
formance by Year 6 pupils of 
their super show ‘The Day the 
Woods came to Dunsinane’.  
A challenging comedy that in-
corporated a lots of the key 
speeches of the Shakespeare 
play ‘Macbeth’.

We were entertained by pupils 
in Year 5 in their performance 
based on the novel ‘Robinson 
Crusoe’.

We congratulated Toby who 
was presented with a Silver 
Award by The Mathematical 
Association in this year’s Pri-
mary Maths Challenge.

April
The Walled Garden and San-
droyd children started their 
journey to remote learning. 

The inboxes of Sandroyd 
teaching staff buzzed with 
work from our Google Class-
room sessions.

Pupils painted beautiful pieces 
of artwork for the NHS.

Many children took up the bak-
ing challenge producing fan-
tastic oat biscuits.

The Walled Garden started the 
term with Welly Wanging - fun, 
exercise, maths, and some very 
important lessons in losing and 
winning graciously!

February
Pen Hadow visited Sandroyd to 
deliver his lecture ‘Things are 
not all white at the North Pole’.

We congratuled all the run-
ners in the U11 and U13 Cross 
Country Festival.

The Year 4s had a visit from the 
Wiltshire Museum who gave 
a fantastic Greek workshop.  
The children looked at arte-
facts and replicas from Ancient 
Greece.

Alice, Bella, Peggy and James 
won Highly Commended with 
their creative writing entries in 
the St Mary’s Shaftesbury ‘Born 
to Write’ competition. The chil-
dren were tasked with writing 
a 500 word story about the 
theme of ‘Earth’ which they all 
interpreted in interesting and 
original ways. The winners at-
tended a prize giving ceremony 
at St Mary’s where they were 
given their award by author, 
Joffre White.

The Year 8 pupils were joined 
by Hanford girls for an evening 
of Scottish reeling.

The annual Gig Night took 
place in the Theatre.  Bands 
performed an eclectic mix of 
pop songs, drama, modern 
dance routines and in-house 
DJs topped and tailed the eve-
ning with their club vibes.

Sandroyd pupils took part in 
the Clayesmore Cross Coun-
try Relay event with 25 other 
schools.

Children celebrated Shrove 
Tuesday with pancakes and 
a pancake race, and Ash 
Wednesday with a service led 
by Revd Kevin Martin to mark 
the start of Lent.
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May
The Walled Garden children 
designed their own garden as 
part of their ‘Dig for Victory’ 
challenge.

Year 3 had to write a newspa-
per article and create their own 
countries. They also had to 
imagine the world as an insect 
in the art project.

Year 4 had to create French su-
permarket posters, and write a 
pirate diary.

Year 5 worked on animal col-
lages using found material, and 
created a Tudor family tree.

Year 6 learnt about the monu-
ments of Paris.

Year 7 researched 3 regions 
in France - learning about the 
food, geography, and history of 
each region.

Bella was selected for the U15 
West of England Performance 
Centre for Hockey.

Both the Prep School and 
Walled Garden pupils enjoyed 
spending time in the kitchen. 
The challenges ranged from 
quesadillas to steak sand-
wiches, rice krispie cakes to oat 
cookies.

There were photography chal-
lenges with some exceptional 
entries.

We had many record attempts 
including the tallest loo roll 
tower - 24!

We celebrated International 
Dance Day, remotely of course, 
and Mrs Collis Hunter put to-
gether an inspirational video.

June
The Walled Garden, Reception 
and Year 1 children returned 
to school!  The buzz and ex-
citement was infectious.  They 
spent lots of time outside 
studying mini beasts.

Year 3 wrote about finding an 
egg next to their bed, and in-
vestigating the Vikings.

Year 4 created weather maps 
and reports, and studied per-
suasive language used in ad-
verts.

Year 5 studied insect life cycles, 
and wrote a letter to Mr Speers 
persuading him not to abolish 
breaktime to make up for lost 
learning time!

Year 6 looked at adaptation 
this week in science creating a 
fantasy animal, and producing 
tessellating designs in maths.

We started an exercise chal-
lenge inspired by Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes.  Each year group was 
asked to track their daily exer-
cise. The results were 1st place 
to Year 5, 2nd place to Year 6 
and 3rd place to Year 8.

The Headmaster set a Sunflow-
er challenge.

All children returned for the 
last two weeks of term.

Boarders toasted marshmal-
lows, played on the slip and 
slide, and enjoyed lots of water 
fights.

Sports Day was very different 
this year - each pupil had 10 
challenges.  The more events 
entered the more points 
scored.

July
The Year 8s returned to a jam 
packed leavers programme. 
They started the week camping 
out, they went paddle board-
ing and kayaking, tree climb-
ing, learnt archery and built 
benches! They were surprised 
with a silent disco and a laser 
tag adventure in the woods. 
They finished off their week 
with prize giving and enjoyed a 
special leavers’ lunch with the 
staff!
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Special Awards
Junior Strive   Kitty Prior
Senior Strive   Isabelle Rooke
Junior Bridmore   Anthony 
    Ashley-Cooper
Senior Bridmore   James Fuller
Junior Alphas   Sophia Bryant
Senior Alphas   Marta 
    Vazquez-Guillen
School Book of Records Trophy Siegfred Johnsen
AR Reading Scheme  Fergus Grant
Library    Jemima Carson
House Cup   Ebble
Head Girl Cup   Molly Fletcher
Head Boy Cup   Archie Tonks
Headmaster’s Award: determination 
    Otto Gibbs
Headmaster’s Award: determination 
    Fernando Baza
Headmaster’s Award: contribution
     William
    Page-Roberts
Headmaster’s Award: effort 
    William
    Thomasin-Foster
    & Poppy Spink
Headmaster’s Award: Perseverance  
    Charlie Rooke & 
    Ollie Coombes

Sport
House Rugby Cup  Ebble
Rugby Trophy   Harry Simpson Gee
    & James Fuller
Endeavor Cup for Rugby for Most Improved Senior
    William 
    Page-Roberts
    & Joshua Harrison
Dougie Baker Cup for Most Improved Junior
    Tie Woods
Girls Games Captain Cup  Bella Tylor
Boys Games Captain Cup  Harry Simpson Gee
House Hocky Cup  Nadder
Junior Girls Hockey  Evie Riley  
Senior Girls Hockey  Amy Frampton
Riding Cup for Most Improved Senior 
    Henry May
De Roose-Pelet for Most Improved Junior
    Sophia Bryant 
Junior Jumping Shield  James Carnegie
Senior Jumpring Shielf  Henry Gibbens  
Senior Inter House Triathlon Ebble
Junior Inter House Biathlon Avon

Academic
Year 3 Prize for Achievement Sophia Dingley
Year 3 Prize for Effort  Bear Wilkinson
Year 4 Prizes for Achievement Calliope 
    Greer-Brown &
    Tabitha Holbrook
Year 4 Prizes for Effort  Xander Manners &
     Rose Egerton
Year 5 Prizes for Achievement William Bullen &
    Sophia Bryant
Year 5 Prizes for Effort  Sam Irving &
    Holly Irving
Year 6 Prizes for Achievement Freddie Smith &
    Evie Riley
Year 6 Prizes for Effort  Alfred Hunt &
    Olivia Cumming
Year 7 Prizes for Achievement Rory McGregor, 
    William Ramsay &
    Lily Mitchell
Year 7 Prizes for Effort  Pia Zingg, 
    Fenella Egerton &
    Amelia Blatchford
Year 8 Prizes for Achievement James Fuller, 
    Jaime Gutierrez &
    Bella Wilde
Year 8 Prizes for Effort  Alex Cotton,
    Florence Oswald &
    Martha Kennedy
Science award   Natalie Galloway
DT Cup    Matilda 
    Thomasin-Foster 
Geography Fieldwork Cup Alex Cotton
Geography Cup    Sophie Welch
Latin cup   Xan Gibbs

The Arts
Senior Music Ensemble Class Cup Jazz Band
Junior Music Ensemble Class Cup Junior Choir
Eden Singing Cup  Siegfred Johnsen &
    Amy Frampton
Sandroyd Music Cup  Chamber Choir
Greatest All Round Contribution to Music
    Peggy Davies
Most Improved Musician  Indy Jarratt
Cup for Most Inspiring Girl Musician 
    Ella Harvey
Cup for Most Inspiring Boy Musician 
    Jack Fletcher
Technical Team Shield For Behind the Scenes
    Patrick Anderson
Senior Drama   Siegfred Johnsen
Dancing Cup   Zander Lacy-Smith
Art Cup    Florence Undery

CUPS & AWARDS
AUTUMN 2019
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Effort across all areas of Must, Should, Could 
   Holly Irving &    
   Sam Irving

Year 3 Extra Prize Ottilie Sharman &
   Bear Wilkinson
Year 4 Extra Prize Tabitha Holbrook,
   Sabien Davies &
   Clementine Riley
Year 5 Extra Prize Sophia Bryant,
   Bo Cumming &
   William Bullen
Year 6 Extra Prize Matthew Zhang
Year 7 Extra Prize Olivia Timblick

Sport
Awards for Round the World
   Ottilie Sharman,
   Fergus Grant,
   Savannah Wolseley Brinton,
   James Sefton, 
   Cecil Grant,
   Rory Ridland,
   Bear Wilkinson &
   Jemima Carson
Sports Day Awards
Year 3: 1st  Bear Wilkinson
 2nd  Edward Cumming
 3rd  Tom Hadfield
Year 4: 1st  James Sefton
 2nd  Kezia Asafo-Adjei
 3rd  Campbell Clarke
Year 5: 1st  Hugo Spink
 2nd  Kitty Prior   
 3rd  Margo Prior
Year 6: 1st  William Fuller
 2nd  Alfred Hunt &
   Oliver Coombes  
Year 7: 1st  Eloise Bryant
 2nd  Fenella Egerton   
 3rd  Olivia Timblick

The Arts
Sandroyd Music Cup Indy Jarratt  
Sandroyd Dancing Cup Claudia Davies
The Julia Aggett Cup for Ballet & Dance   
   Tatty Hodgkinson
Art Prize   India Foden
Music Award for Perseverance 
   Asland Cai

  

Academic
Year 3 Prize for Achievement Emily-Rae Vidler
Year 3 Prize for Effort  Tom Hadfield
Year 4 Prizes for Achievement James Sefton &    
    Patience Bell
Year 4 Prizes for Effort  James Hemphill &
     Poppy Coombes
Year 5 Prizes for Achievement Charlie Dineley &
    Sophia Bryant
Year 5 Prizes for Effort  Bo Cumming &
    Tilly Bell
Year 6 Prizes for Achievement Freddie Smith,
    Florence Undery &  
    Guy Palmer
Year 6 Prizes for Effort  Alfred Hunt &
    Freddie Tregoning &
    Ollie Coombes
Year 7 Prizes for Achievement Henry Gibbens, 
    Xan Gibbs &
    Fenella Egerton
Year 7 Prizes for Effort  Amelia Blatchford,
    Pia Zingg, 
    Jemima Carson,
    Indy Jarratt &
    William Ramsay
English Award   Alfie Miles
Science Award   William Fuller
AR Award   Virginia Manners
EAL Awards   Lola Muela De Pablos
                 Antonio Perez-
    Maura Ruiz De Villa
    Marta Vazquez-Guillen
Sandroyd Book of Records Campbell Clarke

Special Awards
Royal Charles Medallion: Bronze Xander Manners
Royal Charles Medallion: Silver Matilda Thomasin-Foster
Royal Charles Medallion: Gold Indy Jarratt
Sandroyd Award for Manners and Thoughtfulness
    Laura Wilde &  
    Milo Stoddart
Fowler-Watt All Rounder Cup 1 Freddie Smith
Fowler-Watt All Rounder Cup 2 Gigi Smith

Remote Learning Prizes
Photography Competition: Junior James Sefton &
    Ottilie McKinley
Photography Competition: Senior Julia Whinney
Reading    Ottolie Thomasin-Foster
Perseverance   Tie Woods

SUMMER 2020
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Academic
Year 8 Prize for Achievement Seb Buczacki,
    Victoria Zabala Galatas &
    Alex Cotton
Year 8 Prize for Effort  Siefred Johnsen, 
    William Thomasin-Foster, 
    Florence Oswald,   
    Freddie Shiel, 
    Zoe Quaite &
    Josh Harrison
Andrew Brisbane Award for Latin Zander Lacy-Smith
William Ferguson Maths Cup James Fuller
Dugdale Cup for English  Ivo Akers-Douglas
The Neish Cup for Science Alex Cotton
French    Carlos Arregui Fernandez
Modern Languages  Jeevan Macro
History    Alexander Trinker
Design & Technology  Jack Fletcher
Academic Prize for Perseverance Charlie Rooke
EAL Award for Perseverance Carla 
    De Guzman Lopez-Tello
EAL Award for Excellence  Emily Pu

Remote Learning Prizes
Photography Competition: Senior Wilber Kitson &
    Alexander Biddulph
Extra Prize   William Thomasin-Foster,
    Seb Buczacki,
    Bella Tylor &
    Sophie Welch
Poetry & Perseverance  George Shaw Porter

Sport
Jeffrey Lloyd Edwards All-Round Sportsman Cup   
    James Fuller
Victor Ludorum Cup  Harry Simpson Gee
Victrix Ludorum Cup  Bella Tylor 
Team Performance Riding Martha Kennedy
Captain of Riding   George Shaw Porter
Show Jumping Riding  Bella Wilde
Improvement in Riding  Sophie Welch
Houses: 1st   Ebble (1,019)
 2nd   Avon (974)
 3rd   Wylye (933)
 4th   Nadder (872)
 

LEAVERS’ PRIZE GIVING JULY 2020

The Arts
Sommerville Technical Shield Patrick Anderson
Eden Singing Cup  Ella Harvey
Most Improved Musician  Emily Pu
The Percussion Cup  Jack Fletcher
Fowler Watt Award for Music & Drama 
    Amy Frampton
Ponsonby Cup for Most Inspiring Girl Musician
    Sophie Welch
Drama    Siefred Johnsen
Outstanding Overall Contribution to the Arts
    Natalie Galloway
Lauren Hinsley Cup for the Most Inspiring Dancer
    Zander Lacy-Smith
Headmaster’s Award for All-Round Contribution to Music
    Alexander Biddulph
Corbin Award for Art  Freddie Shiel,
    Bella Wilde,
    Emily Pu,
    Zoe Quaite &
    Bella Tylor 

Special Awards
Headmaster’s Cup for Overall Academic Achievement
    James Fuller
The Leach Cup for Effort & Improvement in both Sport & 
Academic Work
    Wilber Kitson
For the Boy Who Really Deserves It
    Frank Allfrey
The Good Egg Cup  Florence Oswald
Harry Lane Cup for Kindness & Consideration
    Sophie Welch
Headmaster’s Prize for Inspiring Others
    Peggy Davies
Kukri Trophy for making the most of opportunities 
available at Sandroyd  Bella Smith-Bingham
Woodhouse Cup for Academic Determination
    Josh Harrison
Ludo Rothschild Citizenship Award 
    Siegfred Johnsen
Contribution to the Leavers’ Programme
    Natalie Galloway &
    Peggy Davies
Headmaster’s Award for contribution to boarding  
    Victoria Zabala Galatas
The ‘Niti Est Nitere’ Award for positive attitude  
    Edward Anderson
Strive to Shine Award for Perseverance and Showing the 
Greatest Improvement in an Exam 
    William Page-Roberts
Blomfield Role Model Award Ludo Weston
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AUTUMN TERM 2019
Creative Arts   Flora Marris
Sports Prize   Xander Bell
Riding Prize   Theo Peppitt
Achievement Year 2  Clement Matthews
Progress Year 2   Thomas Baker
Achievement Year 1  Rosanna Carson
Progress Year 1   Georgiana Agar
Academic Achievement Reception Isla Speers
Progress Reception  Linus Casella
Progress Nursery  Arthur Bowles
Progress Nursery  Harrison Lippitt

SUMMER TERM 2020
Citizenship Award  Flora Marris
Endeavor Wilson Award  Thomas Baker
All Rounder Bell Cup  Poppy Wilkinson &
    Xander Bell

The child who has gained the 
most and given the most Year 2 Theo Peppitt 
Art    Charlotte Carnegie
Music    Indi Harrison
Sports Prize   Clement Matthews  
    & Johnny Hooper
Riding Prize   Honor Cameron
Dance & Drama Prize  Hattie Speers 

Achievement Year 2  Freddie Corrie
Progress Year 2   Reggie Herbert

Achievement Year 1  Georgiana Agar
Progress Year 1   Aydn Yafele

Achievement Reception  Linus Casella & 
    Molly Baillie-Hamilton 
Progress Reception  Zara Ashley-Cooper
 
Progress Nursery in Kites  Iona Yafele
    Florence MacAlpine

Progress Nursery in Pheasants Harrison Lippitt
    Ned Baker
   
Progress Nursery in Quails Laurella Grant

THE WALLED GARDEN 2019-2020
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The academic year of 2019-2020 will probably go down as the first time in the history of the school 
that Sandroyd has had to close for a term. It is a reflection on Sandroyd’s spirit that the education 
of the children continued during this time. Our remote learning provision focused on the academic 
character traits that we are always looking to develop within our pupils: resilience, determination, a 
sense of humour(!) and enquiry. However during the year the children achieved a significant amount 
on the academic front and I feel I would be doing them a disservice to focus solely on the successes 
of remote learning.

As I look back to just over twelve months ago, we were celebrating the highest number of academic 
scholarships awarded in our 130-year history, and I am delighted to report that last summer our 
leavers built on this success by gaining further academic awards to Marlborough and Sherborne Girls. 
Our Common Entrance candidates showed great resilience and flexibility as they sat their exams 
at home, whilst being invigilated remotely. All Year 8 pupils were motivated to excel under testing 
conditions and this alone is worthy of exceptional note. The children didn’t dwell on what they were 
missing out on in their last term, rather they made the very most of the opportunities available to 
them. Above any exam result it is perhaps this characteristic that will see them excel in their Senior 
Schools, and beyond.

As an academically non-selective school, it is not just the statistics at the top end of our academic 
spectrum that we celebrate, it is the results from across all ranges of ability that we are so proud of. 
Last year’s Common Entrance results were outstanding across the whole year and the progress in 
the top, middle, and lower ability ranges showed just how hard the children had worked throughout 
the academic year. I was delighted that they could return at the end of the summer term to celebrate 
their successes as a group.

There continues to be a significant buzz surrounding the academic developments at Sandroyd and with 
a highly experienced staff body we have created a culture where ‘the norm’ is challenged continually.  
The ability to adapt and reflect as a teaching body is essential and I am grateful for the hard work of 
the teaching staff as they continually strive to improve our academic provision across all subjects. 

Common Entrance (CE) is one area that is under the spotlight in the educational press at the moment. 
Critics will highlight that it is outdated and that it doesn’t allow children to think for themselves. 
Whilst alternative schemes offer potentially exciting curriculums, with their marketing literature 
showing happy children learning in woods, their programmes can lack the academic rigour that we 
feel is so important in a Prep School. This is particularly relevant for Sandroyd as we reflect on the 
type of schools we prepare our children for. Furthermore, combined with our Strive programme and 
extensive extra curricular programme, we feel that CE is absolutely the correct route for our children 
as they head towards their GCSE exams. We will always challenge our curriculums, but arguably, last 
term’s closure of schools proved just how well the CE curriculum, alongside a healthy co-curricular 
programme prepared our children to cope with rapid changes in their circumstances. CE is developing, 
for the positive, and we look forward to being involved in the curriculum changes in the future.

Remote learning is likely to be with us in some form for the next few months and we have learnt a 
great deal about the advantages of this. It has also allowed us to evaluate what is essential and helped 
us to take a step back and review our current provision. These are exciting times on the academic 
front as we look to continually improve.  

Abi Carlyle-Clarke,  Director of Studies
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ART
Emmie Carson, Head of Art
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Fiona Innes,  Head of DT
The workshop continued to be a hive of activity throughout the academic year, used by all the various 
year groups including The Walled Garden. The junior classes focused their attentions on developing 
their designing and making skills whilst using the various tools and some pieces of machinery. The 
senior years concentrated on expanding their knowledge of using CAD to create innovative and 
original designs and manufacturing their concepts using the Glowforge laser cutter and 3D printer. 

Design Technology gives all pupils the opportunity to use their imagination so that they can design and 
make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, whilst considering 
their own and others’ needs and wants. Years 3 and 4 took this into consideration whilst making 
their suncatchers and marble runs, and also researched sustainable materials that they could use, 
reflecting on the properties and suitability of the resources available.    

Years 5, 6 and 7 drew on their maths, computing and science skills whilst designing their projects 
that included acrylic tablet stands, wall clocks and electronic buggies. Throughout these projects the 
pupils learnt how to take risks with their design ideas, thus becoming resourceful, innovative and 
enterprising product users. 

Year 8 focused their attentions on electronics during afternoon activity and Strive sessions. Designing 
and making a working speaker, the pupils were able to develop their soldering skills whilst gaining 
a better understanding of electronic components and their uses. In addition to the practical work, 
Year 8 pupils evaluated past and present products and developed a critical understanding of design 
and its impact on daily life and the wider world. 

Using all of the above skills helped Jack Fletcher win his Design Technology scholarship to Sherborne 
School - congratulations. He worked hard throughout the winter months developing an outstanding 
design portfolio that showcased his many technological skills and demonstrated that he is a practical 
problem solver - well done.

DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY
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Rupert Attlee,  English Teacher

It has been another busy year in the life of the English Department.  Teaching English is about 
laying the foundations of the language - spelling, grammar and punctuation.  Of equal importance 
is nurturing communication skills for life, and encouraging literary exploration and self-expression.  

Public Speaking and debating are vital life skills.  It is not sufficient for pupils to be proficient on paper, 
if they do not have the confidence and aptitude to express their views and opinions verbally and in 
front of an audience.  Every pupil in the school took part in another stellar Bridmore Public Speaking 
competition. The junior finals were won by Anthony Ashley-Cooper with his lively and scary talk on 
snakes. In the senior finals, judged by Judith Fremont-Barnes, the Headteacher at Milton Abbey, James 
Fuller emerged victorious with his original take on global warming, while Jeevan Macro delivered an 
emotional speech on International Adoption and Amelia Blatchford was considered the speaker most 
likely to be become a politician. In addition, the five academic scholars delivered an Election debate 
to the whole school each representing one of the five main parties, and the Conservatives narrowly 
edged out the Lib Dems.

It was also a busy time for poetry. During October’s National Poetry Day, pop-up poetry was all the 
rage with performances on the games field, in the adventure playground, ‘Invictus’ at lunch and 
topped off with ‘The Three Witches’ around their cauldron at tea. All pupils again took part in the 
Stowe Poetry Competiton and all the finalists proved to be winners as it was the last school event 
held before lockdown.

We also celebrated World Book Day in March with the visit of children’s author, Beth Shepherd, and 
she delivered creative writing workshops to all the year groups, firing their imagination and giving them 
pointers on how to structure their stories. We also ran a Book Shelfie Selfie, in which 30 members of 
staff took pictures of their book shelves, leaving it for the pupils to match the teacher to the books.

With several theatre trips cancelled, we did manage to fit in a performance of ‘Private Peaceful’ at the 
Shaftesbury Arts Centre for Year 8s.  This was very opportune as this was their set book for the term. 

Thank you to all pupils for engaging so whole-heartedly in all these activities and then for being so 
passionate and enthusiastic during remote learning - writing your daily diary, performing poetry, 
reading your set books and sharing your experiences. As teachers, you are our inspiration and thank 
you for making everyday of teaching English new and exciting.

ENGLISH
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Ed Lyddon, Head of Geography

Geography covered a range of topics in the last year, including volcanoes and earthquakes, rivers, 
population, globalisation, national parks, and of course, improving global location. The children have  
produced a variety of work, making videos with iPads, wonderful colour pictures and diagrams, and 
completing tasks outside. 

Common Entrance was a first, as all the Year 8 children sat their papers at home, the results were 
extremely impressive, with a large number of A, B, and C grades. They reflected the hard work and 
dedication shown by all last year’s leavers. The scholars created some wonderful stock-animated 
films showing the erosion of headlands to form caves, arches, and stacks – genuinely impressive!

GEOGRAPHY
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Jane Bradbury,  Head of French

The academic year 2019-2020 was indeed a unique school year in the MFL department. We were 
delighted that several of our Year 8 pupils, who studied French to a high level, were awarded 
scholarships to their Senior Schools including Sophie Welch (an exhibition to Sherborne Girls’ School), 
James Fuller (an academic scholarship to Marlborough) and Amy Frampton (a scholarship to Canford). 
In the summer term they learnt Spanish remotely with Mr Bradbury. 

Unfortunately, due to lockdown, we were unable to take Year 7 to Burgundy in June, but we hope 
that things will have improved enough for this year’s Year 7 to make the trip. It is such a fantastic 
experience for them all and it gives every pupil a real linguistic boost as they move into their final 
year here at Sandroyd. 

The Walled Garden continued to learn Spanish with Madame Bradbury and were treated to ‘chocolate 
con churros’ before Christmas. 

MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES

22 

THE SANDROYDIAN



Simon Acton,  Head of Science

The 2019 autumn term started off really well, with our shared aims of making science lessons fun and 
engaging for all pupils whilst also ensuring that they were challenging so that they developed pupil 
resilience and self-confidence. We undertook a variety of activities from investigating minibeasts on 
the school grounds to enjoying the opportunities to get hands on with heart dissections.

At the start of the autumn term, the junior pupils enjoyed learning about adaptations, feeding 
relationships and space. They particularly enjoyed being selected as Scientist of The Day by Mr 
Redden and exploring the rather abstract world of electricity with Mr Irving. The senior pupils learnt 
about photosynthesis and developed both their practical and analytical skills as they investigated the 
factors that affect the rate of photosynthesis with Mr Acton. Year 7s studied cells and learned how 
to use a microscope with Mrs Latham.

The scholars were working exceptionally hard towards their individual exams, learning new practical 
skills and developing their understanding of scientific ideas and phenomena. Their support for each 
other was admirable, and they all achieved so much through the process.  

The Year 6/7 Science Quiz Club team were pleased to find out they had made the finals that were to 
take place in London in the summer term. 

The quality of the Year 8 CE science papers was exceptional and they were a pleasure to mark. They 
truly showed how much progress the children had made in science throughout their many years at 
Sandroyd and I felt confident they would be starting their Senior Schools with a solid foundation in 
the subject.

The quiz club team have participated in an online final and did very well against some stiff competition 
from around the country. 

SCIENCE
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Nicky Brady,  Head of Maths

There were a number of firsts in the Maths Department this year. I was very excited to finally get the 
Funkey Maths Programme up and running, with the kind help of Mr Redden and Mrs Abbott. This 
Maths programme is a mentoring scheme involving Year 5 pupils mentoring Year 2 pupils. After some 
thorough training from Mr Redden and Mrs Abbott, the Year 5 Funkey mentors visited The Walled 
Garden twice a week to work one-to-one with their assigned Year 2 pupil. This would involve playing 
a variety of games which focused on improving place value, number bonds and ordering of numbers. 
It was so good to see the relationship develop within each pairing and how the mentors really grew 
in confidence as they delivered the programme. The Year 2 children certainly made progress in their 
key skills and definitely had a lot of fun while they were doing it! Enormous thanks must go to our 
first set of Year 5 mentors: Tilly Bell, Bluey Smith-Bingham, Sam Irving, Fabian Simanjuntak, Kitty 
Prior and Enna Davies.

In November, the Year 5 children joined in with their first ever global maths lesson as part of Maths 
Week England. The lesson was broadcast by lecturers from the Nrich Project, based at the University 
of Cambridge, Faculty of Mathematics. The focus of the lesson was estimation and involved a great 
deal of discussion and problem solving. It was wonderful to feel the buzz in the theatre as everybody 
endeavoured to fathom out the puzzles. 

The Primary Maths Challenge took place in November. Any pupil from Year 6 and below can be entered 
for this challenge which tests pupils’ application of mathematical knowledge and interpretation of 
higher level word problems. Toby Simpson, in Year 5, was our top scoring pupil. He then took part in 
the bonus round in January and was awarded a Silver medal. To reach the Bonus Round at all is an 
achievement in itself, but to be awarded a medal when still only in Year 5 is extremely impressive. The 
prestigious honour demonstrates his achievement as one of the best young mathematicians in the UK.

The UK Mathematical Trust runs two challenges which we participate in during the academic year. 
The UK intermediate Maths challenge is held in February and we enter our highest ability Year 7 
and 8 pupils. Asland Cai, a pupil in Year 7, was awarded a Gold certificate and scored enough points 
to reach the follow-on Grey Kangaroo round. James Fuller also made it through to the next round, 
having been awarded a Silver certificate. Emily Pu and Frank Allfrey gained a Bronze certificate. These 
are outstanding results for pupils in Year 8 as the UKIMC is aimed at pupils in Year 9 and above. 
Asland and James sat the bonus round paper in school, and we heard in the summer that Asland 
was awarded a Merit Certificate in the Grey Kangaroo. 

The Junior version of the same challenge from the Mathematical Trust took place online in April due 
to lockdown being in place. This challenge is aimed at Year 8 pupils and below. Pupils were sent 
their log-in details by email and Mr Ray oversaw the logistics of the actual challenge day in case any 
pupils experienced difficulties accessing the paper. Once again, Asland and James were awarded 
Gold certificates, with James’ younger brother, Will, gaining a Silver. Will was in Year 6 at the time so 
that was a fabulous result for him. Six Year 8 pupils were awarded Bronze status. 

MATHS
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Freddie Cartwright, Head of Curriculum

Our Strive programme specifically stretches and challenges all of our children in areas beyond the 
traditional curriculum.  All pupils take part in a 40 minute Strive session four times a week covering 
six key areas - englighten, explore, enquire, innovate, adapt and reflect. Children are encouraged to 
work things out for themselves, spotting patterns, solving problems and investigating how things 
work.  With the aim to develop qualities such as self-confidence, creativity and resilience in prepa-
ration for senior schools.  Above all, it is the ability of children to reflect on lessons learnt that is so 
important in Strive sessions.

STRIVE
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Louise Blyth, Head of Instrumental Music

The Performing Arts had a fantastic start to the academic year in autumn 2019. We had great fun 
making music and drama in-house, plus the opportunities to perform with and at other schools was 
uplifting and the challenges well met. We had a fantastic day with some of our choristers when we 
took them to Milton Abbey for a very colourful concert performance of Joseph. This was sung in their 
magnificent abbey with some magical moments for us as several of our pupils took solos. 

We made our regular visit to Bryanston for another exciting Orchestral Day. These trips are usually 
special, and this year was no exception, with fifteen of our senior musicians revelling in the opportunity 
to be conducted by the jazz musician, Dave Andrews.

In November, we had the privilege of taking our Year 5 girls to Monkton Coombe School where we 
were treated to a day of inspirational choral music under the baton of George Bevan, the Director 
of Music. 

We marked Children In Need with a concert here at Sandroyd, making use of the unusual performance 
space offered by The Middle. We saw drama and music performed by pupils from across all year groups, 
both as soloists and in groups. The audience was clearly delighted at these eclectic performances. 
The programme ended with the debut performance of our Massed Choir.

At the end of November, the majority of our musicians busked for charity outside the Sports Hall,  
bringing Christmas cheer to all as parents poured into the Christmas Fair.

The autumn term saw the formation of two more choirs: ‘Only Boys Aloud’ and ‘Girls Five Alive’ both 
of whom went on to sing in the performance at Messums. 

Messums was a new event which was received enthusiastically by all and was probably the highlight 
of the year in the Performing Arts department. Performers came together amidst the mesmerising 
surrounds and lighting effects at Bruce Munro’s exhibition of CDs set in the thirteenth century tithe 
barn. Although the acoustics were challenging, the visual effects were stunning and the sounds drifted 
down the length of the barn to meet a full house.

The spring term was set to be another busy term with a record number of musicians booked for 
exams and an evening of entertainment planned for our Spring Concert. We held several Informal 
Concerts but as we all know this all gave way to the first lockdown. 

MUSIC
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Kate Blomfield, Head of Drama

Year 8 Production: 
This year marks the 80th anniversary of the original motion picture of The Wizard of Oz so it seemed 
a fitting choice for the Year 8 Musical Production. It is amazing to think that the Year 8s produced 
such a magical performance, fitting in a couple of rehearsals each week around their busy school 
lives, and using their free time to learn lines, dances and songs. The entire year group stepped out 
of their comfort zone and challenged themselves to the full, with many surprising themselves with 
their achievements and capabilities. They should be very proud of their final production at Sandroyd, 
directed by Mr Marriott and Mrs Blomfield. 

DRAMA
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Year 6 Production:
The Year 6 pupils took us on trip to The Woods of Dunsinane to introduce us to some Shakespeare! 
It was clear to see that this year group enjoy being on stage and they relished the opportunity to 
make the most of the humorous moments in the text. Thank you to Mr Bradbury for directing this 
production.

DRAMA
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Year 5 Production:
Year 5 took us on a trip back to 1751 where we met Robinson Crusoe. The adventure saw him 
shipwrecked on an apparently deserted island. But he found that he was not alone as he encountered 
a less than completely loyal Friday, hostile natives, survivors from another wreck and a quartet of 
unprincipled pirates on the trail of royal treasure. Thank you to Mr Cartwright and Mrs Carlyle Clarke 
for directing this production.
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DANCE
Eloise Collis Hunter, Head of Dance 

Dance started off with a bang this year, with the boys getting involved in the dance studio and giving 
the girls some competition. Boys Dance Crew has been busier than ever and they even had their first 
performance in the ever-exciting showcase in The Middle.  

Amelia and Gigi took their Grade 2 RAD Ballet exam before Christmas, both working incredibly hard 
and showing their talent by obtaining a Merit and Distinction grade respectively. 

Many ballet pupils were also set to take their Grade 1 ballet exam, performing incredibly well in their 
mocks before sadly the exam was postponed due to lockdown. 

Lockdown, however, did not dampen our dancing spirit with pupils from all over the school taking part 
in dance challenges and tasks while remote learning, the biggest being the whole school celebrating 
International Dance Day from all over the world.
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Simon Holbrook, Head of Activities

ACTIVITIES
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Celine Cournil, Librarian 
We had an action-packed year in the Sandroyd Library. Aside from our usual “Reading by the Campfire” 
and “Books, PJs and Hot Choc” evenings, we started a Book Café at breaktime. Many excellent literary 
conversations were had throughout the year, fuelled by a cup of hot chocolate.

Let alone World Book day, we celebrated World Book Week! We kicked things off on Monday with an 
assembly inviting students to take part in all the activities on offer. These included our usual “Read 
Off” and Bananagrams competitions, a themed lunch including Demon Dentist Mouthwash and Bruce 
Bogtrotter Chocolate Cake. There also were Golden Tickets to be won every day by answering book 
themed questions and books to win by getting caught reading and entering a prize draw…

We also celebrated “Harry Potter night”. On a chilly February night, Boys and girls arrived in all their 
Harry Potter onesies and PJs. We had music playing while face paint was applied. Spectacles and 
scars were popular. The children were also able to get wands from Mr Ollivander’s shop. Who knew 
we had enchanted twigs on the Sandroyd grounds?! They then ate “sorting cupcakes” to reveal which 
house they were in: Slytherin, Hufflepuff, Gryffindor or Ravenclaw. There was a competition to match 
quotes from the books with the characters who said them and a themed wordsearch. We rounded 
off the evening with a drink of Polyjuice potion and a story. Magic!

Finally, no lockdown was going prevent the library from doing its thing! We held two popular online 
book clubs a week. Books Talk, where the students took it in turns to plan and deliver a remote quiz 
for their peers: we had Beatrix Potter, David Walliams and many more. We even managed to put 
together one of our “legendary” Library updates with students from multiple locations sending in 
mini clips which were put together. A number of students across the year groups also took part in 
the Carnegie Shadowing club scheme. The six shortlisted books were all fantastic, scores of excel-
lent book reviews from our students were posted on the Carnegie shadowing website and we had a 
tough time choosing our favourite. This was the first time the Sandroyd Library took part in such an 
initiative and it is definitely an experience to repeat.

Keep reading!

LIBRARY
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Frances Cattell, Head of Riding 
We have had a very busy year in the Riding Department with our lessons, competitions and the loo 
roll challenge in lockdown!

In lessons the children have been working a lot on their position and we have seen huge improve-
ments with them. A number of our younger riders (12 of them) had a fun day at the Wilton Pony 
Club day held at Sandroyd in October. There were classes for all over show jumps, Cross Country 
and handy pony. It was a good opportunity for pupils to test the skills they have been working on in 
their lessons. Everybody went home with various rosettes and lots of smiles. The school ponies were 
shared between the riders on the day so everyone could have a turn.

Our senior riders have had a busy start to the school year. They qualified at the start of the autumn 
term for the NSEA SJ Championships by winning classes at Moreton Equestrian. This meant we had 
8 riders competing in 6 classes at the schools championships at Addington in October over five days. 
It was a very busy five days, if a bit wet at times, and all the riders rode very well and had some good 
results, as well as having fun in the evenings. 

In the spring term, our new senior riders qualified for two championships. The team of Isa, Henry, 
George and William qualified for the JWS finals first and then the Hickstead eventers challenge by 
winning at the qualifiers. Unfortunately the Hickstead Championships were cancelled due to lockdown 
and the JWS Championships have been postponed to next year. 

Our younger riders went to Moreton in the spring term for the grass roots qualifier. Our youngest 
team ever of Poppy, Charlotte, Molly, Rose, James and Daisy had a very good day winning lots of 
rosettes and qualifying for the finals which were held in July. A few went to the finals and had a good 
day, again coming home with various rosettes.

The Pony Club triathlon series ran through the winter again. We had a number of children who com-
peted through the series and the improvements in them were very good. Shooting practice takes 
place in the stables on a Wednesday afternoon and there have been some noticeable improvements 
in this phase too. This is an ideal way for children to compete in run, swim and shoot (or bean bag 
throw for the under 8s) without the need to ride, and is open to anyone in school.

We are a Pony Club linked centre so the children work towards their badges and tests through the 
year. We normally run tests in the summer term but this was not possible this summer so will rear-
range another time for these to take place. This is very popular with our younger riders and various 
badges are available for them to work towards.

Finally during lockdown all of our school ponies went away to various homes where they were looked 
after and had some fun. We did a loo roll challenge which we all joined in with. This was instigated 
by the lack of loo rolls at the start of lockdown nationally and the Sandroyd riders and ponies joined 
in the fun by sending in a video of them passing the loo rolls on to each other.

 

RIDING
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Jenny Macalpine,                                  
Head of Junior Department

AUTUMN TERM
Autumn is often one of the busiest terms in the 
Junior part of the school. After a long summer 
holiday, the pupils quickly adapted to their new 
year groups, and it was ‘full steam ahead’ until 
Christmas! 

Throughout the term, the children worked hard on 
their speeches for the Bridmore Public speaking 
competition, resulting in fantastic performances.
Towards the end of term, all children were involved 
in practising hard for the Christmas concerts and 
Carol service. Pupils in Years 3 and 4 enjoyed 
taking part in our annual Christingle Service, and 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed the end of term 
Christmas Lunch!

THE    
JUNIOR 
DEPT
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SPRING TERM
This year’s spring term was full of exciting activities. World Book Day is always a popular event, and 
this year, the Junior Department took part in creating a story based on the mysterious characters 
their teachers had arrived as for the day. The children also enjoyed sharing some of their favourite 
stories over a hot chocolate and the Year 3s had a visit from the author, Beth Shepherd. 

As part of their History topic, children in Year 4 took part in a Greek workshop. They had the opportunity 
to handle historical artifacts and try some delicious Greek food.

At the end of term, the Year 5 pupils put on a fantastic production of Robinson Crusoe. The children 
worked incredibly hard to learn their lines, and many discovered a new passion for theatre, which 
they will get to explore as they continue into the Senior part of the school. 
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SUMMER TERM
In the summer term, both pupils and staff discovered many new skills! The children adapted incredibly 
well to remote learning, and soon became used to their online classrooms. All of the Junior school 
staff were impressed by the high standard of work produced and enjoyed getting to explore some 
different ways of teaching and learning. From online group baking to creating television adverts, the 
children amazed us with their creativity and independent learning skills.

In the last two weeks of term, the majority of children returned to school amidst glorious weather, 
and were thrilled to see their friends again. Everyone enjoyed activities which took full advantage of 
the school grounds, with scavenger hunts, nature walks and alternative sports day events, to name 
but a few. We ended the term with our Prize Giving, as the children truly had a lot to be proud of.
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Kate Blomfield,                     
Head of The Walled Garden

AUTUMN TERM
NATIVITY
The children worked incredibly hard to learn lines 
and songs for our Nativity. All The Walled Garden 
children took part from our biggest Year 2s to our 
youngest nursery. A huge thank you to everyone 
who helped put our production together and who 
came to watch. 

AUTUMN OUTDOOR LEARNING
Autumn is always a wonderful time to explore our 
outdoor environment. The children had a lot of fun 
playing and learning in our grounds. 

DIWALI
The Walled Garden children had a wonderful time 
celebrating Diwali by creating Rangoli patterns, 
cooking Diwali treats and dancing.

 

THE 
WALLED 
GARDEN
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SPRING TERM
BIKE RIDE
Once again we were lucky to have 
clear blue skies for our Sponsored 
Bike Ride event. Despite a chilly 
wind the children all managed to 
take part brilliantly. We raised over 
£1,000 in total which is absolutely 
fantastic! 

BOOK WEEK
Book week is always a super 
excuse to step up the reading and 
share as many books as possible. 
The children especially enjoyed 
dressing up as their favourite book 
characters. 

SCIENCE WEEK
The children all took part in our 
Science Week activities and were 
especially keen to have a go at the 
edible experiments! 

CLASS ASSEMBLIES
The spring term is always a lovely 
term to show our parents how 
brilliant we are through our class 
assemblies. Bringing morals and 
tales with a message to life is a 
super learning experience for the 
children. 
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SUMMER TERM
REMOTE LEARNING
Our remote learning programme was thoroughly enjoyed by all those in Reception, Year 1 and Year 
2 who undertook the activities and challenges from the weekly menus. We had whole Walled Garden 
challenges for example a welly wanging competition, a virtual sports day and a sunflower growing 
event to name but a few. 

BACK TO SCHOOL
The Walled Garden pupils all returned to school for some much-needed time together with friends 
before the end of the academic year. The weather was in our favour and we had a super time being 
outside for much of our learning! The Year 2 children especially enjoyed making their end of term 
leavers’ film. 
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BOARDING: 
HIMALAYAS Ed & Hattie                     

Lyddon,          
Houseparents

We welcomed 24 boys into 
the Year 8 boarding house, 
our first year in charge. The 
boys quickly appreciated and           
respected their new-found in-
dependence, enjoying being 
in a home-from-home experi-
ence, with their friends.

We said goodbye to Mr Marriott 
at Christmas, and welcomed 
Miss Coleman, as the new As-
sistant Houseparent. We have 
continued to run the WIWO 
(Walk In Walk Out) competition, 
run by Tilly, which is always 
hotly contested. Tuesday 
night is hot chocolate night, 
Thursdays is smoothie night, 
with experimental cocktails 
of ingredients being tried and 
tested. Most Wednesdays saw 
the children get their    dabbers 
out, for rounds of Bingo! 

The year was curtailed by 
COVID, but we were able to 
welcome back all the boys 
(apart from our two Spanish 
boys) for the final three nights 
of term. It was a fitting, and 
fun, way to finish a hugely en-
joyable year.
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BOARDING: 
ALASKA Jane Bradbury,  

Houseparent
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BOARDING: 
ATLAS

Barry & Victoria                           
Irving,                   
Houseparents

The academic year 2019-2020 
for Atlas boarding has been un-
precedented due to Coronavirus 
but we are pleased to report it 
has still had many successes. We 
welcomed a new group of boys 
into Years 6 and 7 who saw many 
highlights through their two terms 
within the boarding house. 

The pool table became a hive of 
activity with a new annual pool 
competition - a very competitive 
way of spending an evening. Many 
boys would spend time playing 
cards, playing chess, board games 
or relaxing in front of the televi-
sion in the General’s room.

Major highlights at the weekends 
included Laser Tag, Silent Discos, 
Safari suppers, night games, 
camping, quizzes, trips to the 
beach, walks and mountain biking. 
Just before Christmas, the whole 
boarding house took a successful 
trip to go ice skating and shopping 
at the Salisbury Christmas markets 
to get into the festive mood. 

Lockdown meant a pause in 
boarding but incredibly the 
school managed to house many 
full boarders and those of key 
workers before the conclusion of 
the summer term. For Atlas we 
welcomed over 20 boarders back, 
in a change of routine, to include 
Years 4, 5, 6 and 7. The adaptabil-
ity of the pupils and staff involved 
must be commended and gave 
the boarding house a wonderful-
ly homely feel again after a brief 
pause in boarding.

62 

THE SANDROYDIAN



63

2019-2020



BOARDING: 
ROCKIES

Simon & Polly                           
Holbrook,     
Houseparents
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YEAR 8 LEAVERS 2019

Edward Anderson Arrived: 2016, Destination: Cheltenham College

I have been at Sandroyd since Year 5 as a full boarder. I have gained many Fencing awards 
and was going to IAPS for Fencing, but sadly it was cancelled due to Covid-19. I have 
performed in a few plays over the years including The Wizard of Oz where I was a Winged 
Monkey. I have enjoyed many lessons, and sports matches of cricket, hockey and rugby. 
There have also been many exciting and fun weekend activities such as Laser Tag, Water 
Fights and Paint Balling. As I come to the end of my time at Sandroyd I will miss the many 
friends I have made over the years but I look forward to new opportunities and making 
new friends at Cheltenham.

Ivo Akers-Douglas Arrived: 2013, Destination: Eton

I have been at Sandroyd since Year 2, this means that over the years I have had a variety 
of classmates and teammates. However, I have always tried my best to enjoy life as a 
Sandroydian and as a result, often have. Over the years I have played mostly B’s rugby 
but there have been occasions where I have been in the A’s. My hockey career has been 
varied and I have played in a countless variety of teams since I first picked up a hockey 
stick. Football has always been my sport of choice but in later years the teams were usually 
mixed. I have taken part in a lot of acting as well as LAMDA, where I was awarded Grade 
5 with distinction in my duologue with Jeevan Macro.  I have played a baby elephant in 
the Year 4 Production of The Jungle Book, an Oracle in Year 5’s Perseus and the Gorgons 
Head, King Louis 16 of France in Bourbons and Other Crackers during Year 6 and finally, 
in Year 8 I was a Munchkin in the Wizard of Oz. However, my favourite production was the 
Year 7 showcase where I played a Seagull and Mr Bean. Probably the part that I enjoyed 
the most in my time at Sandroyd was Mr Bean in the Year 7 showcase as it meant that I 
could communicate my sense of humour very easily. However,I still remember being an 
elephant in Year 4 as well as the countless Walled Garden nativities. I have also been in 
the choir for a year and have had a great time there. During my time at Sandroyd, I have 
been lucky enough to partake in many academic competitions as well as placing 3rd on 
Sandroyd’s Got Talent for my comedy performance “Evo”. 

Frank Allfrey Arrived: 2015, Destination: Eton

I have been at Sandroyd for five years and in that time I have gathered many memorable 
experiences and this has opened up many opportunities for me. I have made new friends 
and I have progressed massively in my academics and sports. I have particularly enjoyed 
the activities and trips - the French Trip and PGL, paintballing and laser quest, visits to the 
sea, and the History Festival. I have loved all the sport, with the most memorable being  
the hockey tour to Cornwall and playing for the 1st team in rugby. I surprised myself by 
winning the Wessex javelin competition and then at the Nationals I came 4th for my age 
group. As I head off to Eton, I will always remember my time at Sandroyd - it has prepared 
me so well and I have made friends for life. 
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During my time at Sandroyd I have done a great multitude of things I am very proud of, 
such as my performances in The Wizard of Oz and The Bourbons and Other Crackers. I 
have been at Sandroyd since Year 5 and I have enjoyed many activities and trips provided, 
ranging from the French Trip, Mr Mariott’s Choir and the Tech Team. I will miss Sandroyd 
as I have been a solid full border for all that time and I will miss my friends but will look 
forward to new opportunities.  

Patrick Anderson Arrived: 2016, Destination: Cheltenham College

I joined in 2010, so I have spent a decade of my life at Sandroyd, and I have enjoyed every 
one of those 30 terms! I have made so many memories that I will cherish for years to 
come. One thing that I will never forget is that I was Head of Theatre Tech, and I assisted 
many performances, like the Dance Show and the Year 7 Showcase, but in my final year 
at Sandroyd I massively helped with the Year 8 play: the Wizard of Oz, and then writing 
and doing the tech side of both performances of the Year 5 play: Robinson Crusoe and 
the Year 6 play: The Day the Woods Came to Dunsinane. I have not only participated in 
the tech side of the plays and musicals, I have participated in every single nativity when I 
was in The Walled Garden, and when I was in Year 4 I played Baloo the Bear in the Jungle 
Book, which I enjoyed thoroughly and was definitely one of my favourite plays, in Year 5 I 
performed one of the three ugly sisters in the play Perseus and the Gorgon’s Head, then 
in Year 6 I played Harold Godwinson in the play Bourbons and other Crackers. In Year 
7 we didn’t have a play but instead we had a showcase with the theme of sea, I helped 
with the tech, and I played a brass duet with Nick Briggs. In Year 8 I performed my last 
production: The Wizard of OZ, where I played Professor Marvel and The Wizard of Oz. 
This was my favourite production. I have also enjoyed being in The Swing Band - one of 
the best bands at Sandroyd. The Year 7 showcase was amazing, I played a duet with my 
euphonium teacher: a jazzed up version of The Yellow Submarine. Another memorable 
moment was when the Year 7s sang ‘Somewhere Beyond the Sea’. Another aspect of 
Sandroyd which I enjoyed was the social part of the school, and in the last two years 
going on a bike ride in the evening with my friends. One surprise I got at Sandroyd was 
somehow winning the alphas cup in the first term of Year 3. 

Alexander Biddulph Arrived: 2010, Destination: Sherborne

Carlos Arregui Arrived: 2019, Destination: Abroad

I have been at Sandroyd for only one year and in that time, I have met wonderful people 
with whom  I have had a great deal of fun. I thought this year would be a normal school 
year in another country but I was wrong. It was more than that, it was an experience. I 
have only been in one performance (Wizard of Oz) and I truly thought it was amazing. 
What I most liked was learning the songs and choreographies. I will miss Sandroyd and 
all the friends that I made in this wonderful school. Also, I have learned new sports like 
rugby and hockey which have different mental values than in Spain.

Sebastian Buczacki Arrived: 2015, Destination: Radley College

I arrived at Sandroyd as a full boarder in Year 4. Boarding made me nervous to start with 
but it soon became one of the best things about being at Sandroyd. I have been lucky 
enough to have fantastic houseparents, teachers and friends throughout the years. The 
trips to the Isle of Wight, France and Cornwall have left me with amazing memories that 
I will always cherish. My favourite aspect of life at Sandroyd was the sport. The highlights 
were playing for the U13A rugby team, taking part in the winning U13 rugby 7s team at 
the Clayesmore tournament and the hockey tour. A perfect summer’s afternoon would 
be spent playing cricket at Sandroyd with the Temple in the background. My greatest 
disappointment was missing the cricket season this year. I have hugely enjoyed my time 
at Sandroyd and I am so pleased my siblings have the same opportunity to attend this 
fantastic school. 
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Carla De Guzman Arrived: 2019, Destination: Abroad

This is my first year in Sandroyd. I came from Spain to study for one year in England. I 
chose to go to Sandroyd because I love the sports and it looked like a good place to stay. 
And I was right. The dorms were fun every day and all weekend activities were amazing. 
The sports were brilliant and I got to do some of my favourite: Tennis and Horse Riding. 
I also tried new sports such as hockey and netball. I’m sad I could not get to try cricket. 
I hope everyone who visits Sandroyd in the future can have the same experience that I 
have and make lots of friends like I did.

Jack Fletcher Arrived: 2018, Destination: Sherborne

I have been at Sandroyd for two years now and I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here. I 
have played for both the under 12 and under 13 A rugby sides and I reached the first team 
in hockey where we went on tour to Cornwall. I have also participated in many productions 
including the ‘Wizard of Oz’, the Year 7 Showcase and many gig night performances. Finally, 
I have loved the freedom and friendliness of this school and it does not compare to any 
of the schools that I have been to. It has supported me alot, which really helped while I 
was preparing for my Design and Technology Scholarship. Even though I have not been 
at Sandroyd long I will remember it as more of a home and a family than anything else.

Peggy Davies Arrived: 2013, Destination: Bryanston

I started Sandroyd in 2013 and have spent seven happy years here, I have enjoyed every 
second of it! I started my life at Sandroyd when I was six years old and I have worked 
my way up to Year 8, it has all gone so fast. I was lucky enough to be in the 1st hockey 
team, 2nds netball team and I’ve had the great experience of being allowed to play hard 
ball cricket with the boys’ team. I have enjoyed all of the performances, including plays, 
concerts and gig nights.The most memorable performance I have been in is definitely The 
Wizard of Oz because of how much a bigger performance it was compared to our previous 
plays. I was lucky enough to be cast as the Wicked Witch of the West and it was amazing 
with all of the effects, costumes and make up that everyone put so much effort into and 
I will definitely never forget it. It has been such an amazing experience to be Head Girl 
and it has given me many opportunities for my future. My favourite trip at Sandroyd has 
to be the French trip we did in Year 7. It is such an amazing trip and the activities were 
endless, and it was my first time in France! My favourite memory was probably when 
we baked a Tarte de Pomme and then we got to eat it and my group won the prize for 
best looking tarte! I have enjoyed being a Walled Garden Ambassador and going to The 
Walled Garden in free time, playing with the children and helping out. I also loved being 
a Boarding Ambassador, going up to the junior boarding house, helping them get ready 
for bed and reading them stories at night. I have learned so much here and I will definitely 
miss all of the staff at Sandroyd when I leave to go to Bryanston.

Alexander Cotton Arrived: 2017, Destination: Eton

I’ve been at Sandroyd for only three years, but it has felt like far more. These past amazing 
years have been jam packed with fun activities and I will really miss all these. I’ve been in 
two productions at Sandroyd: ‘The Bourbons and Other Crackers’ where I was an Anglo-
Saxon soldier and Tutankamum’s adviser, and ‘The Wizard of Oz’ where I was a Munchkin, 
a Jitterbug, and one of the Witch’s Guards. There was also a showcase in my second year 
and I played the guitar in a band. I have played in numerous concerts either on the cello, 
piano, or in the band. I’ve dropped the cello now, but my piano teacher really inspired 
me to keep going with the piano. The band has been really fun to be a part of where 
we’d perform pop covers of what I personally think were mostly my suggestions. I have 
represented the first team in the majority of my sports matches. I was scrum half in rugby 
and centre/striker in hockey. Towards the end of the spring term, we went on tour to 
Cornwall, I was chosen as Captain of hockey and I was very glad to have captained the tour. 
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Joining Sandroyd in September 2016, as a quiet nine year old, I had little knowledge of 
what Sandroyd was going to give me. Looking back now, in 2020, as an ambitious 13 year 
old, I could not be more grateful to the School. My highlights being winning the Claysmore 
Sevens, being appointed Head Boy, and achieving my Academic Scholarship. Throughout 
my time at Sandroyd, the school has supported me every step of the way, right from when I 
first stepped through the front doors and was given my guide, to the last time I would step 
out of those doors as a Sandroydian. Both in the classroom and on the sports pitch, the 
school has helped me reach heights I never thought possible for me, helping me achieve 
scholarships in both sport and academia, fuelling my passions for what I loved, and what 
I didn’t, showing me parts of myself that I never thought were there.  Sandroyd has also 
sparked friendships that will stay with me for life, and memories that I will treasure. I 
don’t know what awaits me at senior school, and in later life, but what I do know, is that 
whatever it is, Sandroyd has prepared me for it.        

James Fuller Arrived: 2016, Destination: Marlborough

Amy Frampton Arrived: 2018, Destination: Canford

I have been at Sandroyd for two years (since 2018) and although it’s not a very long time, 
Sandroyd has taught me so much and I never thought I would get the amazing opportunity 
to attend such a wonderful school. My journey through the school is sadly ending, but so 
many of the friendships and memories I have made during my time at Sandroyd will stay 
with me forever. All the teachers have helped and challenged me so much, because when 
I first came to Sandroyd I had never done half the lessons and now leaving the school I 
have an Academic Scholarship to Canford! Sandroyd has not only improved my academic 
knowledge, but also my sporting abilities.

I would have been part of Sandroyd for a year, however, due to the Covid-19 situation 
I left before the beginning of the 3rd term. However, it was one of the most amazing 
experiences I have ever had and I will never forget it. When I arrived at the school I was 
a bit scared, everything was new and different. In fact, I got used to it very fast and my 
English improved a lot, and I can feel it. Personally, sports were incredible and essential 
as well, playing a match or just training got everyone to connect and improve team work. 
To sum up, I just want to say thank you.

Jaime Gutierrez Arrived: 2019, Destination: Abroad

Natalie Galloway Arrived: 2016, Destination: Bryanston

I have been at Sandroyd for a total of four years. My favourite performance here was The 
Wizard of Oz where I played the Scarecrow and got to perform for the first time on pointe. 
I just started dancing on pointe and choreographed, with the help from Mrs Collis-Hunter, 
my first pointe performance. I made many friends that I hope to keep for a long time and 
I was taught by some amazing teachers. I was lucky to be able to be Captain of netball 
for Nadder and the whole school. In Year 7 I played in the 2nds hockey team and the 1st 
netball and cricket. This year I was in the 1st hockey and netball teams. Sandroyd also 
introduced me to Javelin and Shot Put which made me love Athletics and helped me in 
Year 6 to make it to Nationals in Birmingham. I’m very thankful to Sandroyd for making 
the past four years of my life amazing. I was delighted to have achieved my All Rounder 
Scholarship and having been to Bryanston with Sandroyd many times, I can’t wait for the 
sports facilities they have to offer. 
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Siegfred Johnsen Arrived: 2015, Destination: Sherborne

I have been at Sandroyd for five years and am sad to say goodbye. I have most enjoyed 
my music and drama; my favourite play being ‘The Wizard Of Oz’ which we performed 
in Year 8. I was also Head Chorister alongside Florence Oswald.  I have loved boarding 
ever since my first night in Year 4. I have always enjoyed the academic side of the school 
too, particularly in the English classroom and the Library. On the sporting front, I have 
enjoyed developing my skills and working as a team. My greatest highlight in sport was 
being the Year 4 A team goalie. I have always enjoyed school trips: the French trip being 
a particular highlight. I shall miss Sandroyd but I am most certainly looking forward to 
going to Sherborne in September.

Martha Kennedy Arrived: 2015, Destination: Sherborne

I have been at Sandroyd since the summer term of Year 3 which meant I had one term 
at the school with both of my older brothers. Throughout my time at Sandroyd I have 
participated in many sports and have played in the first team hockey and netball as well 
as being one of only two girls to join the boy’s cricket team. I have been able to follow 
one of my main passions which is Riding and have been to the NSEA championships four 
times. I have also really enjoyed the LAMDA and did Grade 6 with merit. I am really looking 
forward to Sherborne. I will miss the mix of outdoor life and school lessons, the sport and 
the fun we had in the dorms.

Ella Harvey Arrived: 2014, Destination: St. Mary’s Calne

I have been at Sandroyd for just over six years now and have enjoyed every minute of my 
time here. There are many reasons why I love this school greatly, the grounds which were 
always kept in perfect condition by the amazing Maintenance team and I love that I could 
turn to almost anyone in the school with a problem that I had. I have been involved in many 
different plays and productions but my favourite production was in Year 8 when we did 
The Wizard of Oz where I played Dorothy. The production had so much hard work put in 
and the end result was fantastic! I also took part in lots of music lessons and activities like 
singing and clarinet. My music teachers have helped me progress in my music all the way 
through, music has always been a big part of my life. My sport has improved immensely 
at Sandroyd, I have been a part of hockey and netball teams and have competed in Swim 
and Athletic meets. I will miss the whole Sandroyd community because I felt so happy and 
comfortable. I have built strong friendships with everyone so it’s going to be hard to say 
goodbye but I am sure I will keep many of the friendships that I have made at Sandroyd.

Josh Harrison Arrived: 2015, Destination: Bryanston

I have been at Sandroyd for five amazing years and I have enjoyed every single one of 
them. In that time I have been in many different plays such as The Wizard of 0z and The 
Jungle Book and in those plays I have had some amazing experiences and roles, such 
as the Wolf Pack Leader and Niko the leader of the flying monkeys. I have also achieved 
Grade 5 LAMDA. At Sandroyd I have been in many matches and I have enjoyed all of them 
because there is always a chance of wining them. I have been in the 1st rugby team in 
Year 7 and 8, and they have been amazing seasons. Also I was in the 2nds for cricket and I 
enjoyed every ball I bowled in that season. Also at Sandroyd I have had the best memories 
of biking around the grounds in our free time.
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I have been at Sandroyd for five years. I came from an International School in South Africa 
so Sandroyd was very different.  But the staff were so welcoming and kind so I soon I felt 
at home. I will treasure many memories from Sandroyd and all the friends I have made.  
I will particularly remember the support from our coaches during rugby, hockey, cricket 
and squash matches; overcoming my stage fright when I played Mowgli in The Jungle 
Book; and the Year 8 public speeches. I am very grateful for everything Sandroyd has 
done for me and it has prepared me for Senior School very well. Sandroyd has taught 
me to be ambitious and take risks, to become more of a team-person and to think of 
others. Sadly my time at Sandroyd is over but I am very grateful for all the opportunities 
the school has given me. 

Jeevan Macro Arrived: 2015, Destination: King’s School Bruton

Zander Lacy-Smith Arrived: 2016, Destination: Sherborne

I have been at Sandroyd for four years and it has been the best four years of my life. Before 
I arrived at Sandroyd I went to a school in Switzerland that I didn’t really enjoy that much. 
My time at Sandroyd has made me much more confident as a person and I have grown 
into myself a lot more. My favourite thing to do at Sandroyd is definitely sport, where I 
have represented the 1sts in rugby, football, hockey and cricket and in the process made 
my best friends. As I lived in Switzerland and I was brought up skiing, I’ve been in the GB, 
Scottish and most recently, the European Championships. I achieved a Sports Scholarship 
to Sherborne where I’m looking forward to developing my sports further and continuing 
both my Sandroyd friendships plus making some new ones! 

Wilber Kitson Arrived: 2012, Destination: Bryanston

I have been at Sandroyd since Year 1 in The Walled Garden. I joined in 2012. I have very 
much enjoyed playing sport at Sandroyd in the A team and the B team and with many 
victories and losses. I have a particularly wonderful memory of a terrific match at All 
Hallows. It was my turn to bowl and it started raining really heavily and I knocked the 
stumps over before having to shelter from the rain with the rest of my team for the whole 
of the match. This was not actually so bad because the beginning of the match had been 
so much fun and victorious for our team. But, the top thing about Sandroyd is all of the 
friends I made. Although we are going off to different schools, I know that we’ll stay friends. 
When I think of Sandroyd I think of beautiful grounds. I have had many achievements at 
Sandroyd such as when we went shooting to compete with other schools as a competition 
and although were not victorious I did get into a training pathway for the Olympics. I also 
was rewarded with Head of Cross Country for my house which was Nadder. I have done 
a few performances one of which was The Wizard of Oz, I remember this because it was 
the most recent thing for me and because I had so much fun and enjoyed it so much. I will 
always remember Sandroyd when I think about the summer days of cricket and laughter 
playing outside in the evenings before bed time, especially the memories of Biking for 
miles with Mr Attlee. It was extremely fun to do this with all of my friends whatever the 
weather. I loved participating in the Year 8 school play and I loved the dressing up and the 
rehearsals leading us to our magnificent performance. The other highlight for me was the 
French trip to Maison Claire Fontaine. I will miss Sandroyd enormously but I know I will 
stay in touch with all my friends and remember Sandroyd as something that I really loved.

Florence Oswald Arrived: 2016, Destination: Bryanston

I have only been here since Year 5 but in these last four years I have done a tremendous 
amount of new things and learnt new skills. In Year 5 I played netball and hockey for the 
first time which I had never even heard of before. I also have made a lot of new friends as I 
have gone through Sandroyd. Together we have experienced many memorable moments 
and I hope we all will stay in touch. I want to take all these new skills to my senior school 
with me and make friends that are as good as at Sandroyd. I have enjoyed being Head 
Chorister in the Choir as I love singing. I also used to play the piano but I didn’t do any 
grades. I achieved Grade 3 singing and I was doing my Grade 5 exam but I missed it. I 
have been so sad to miss the best term of Sandroyd as I have been looking forward to 
it but they have done a great job doing it online. One of my favourite places at school 
was the dorms because we could mess around and it was really fun to be there. One of 
my favourite times of the school year was in the summer when we had barbecues and 
we would ride our bikes in the evenings. My teachers have supported me every second 
of the way right up until now. I will never forget the years I spent at Sandroyd and I will 
always cherish them in my heart.
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Zoe Quaite Arrived: 2017, Destination: Sherborne Girls

I have been at Sandroyd for three years now, and I have loved every part of it. From 
dancing and singing in The Wizard of Oz play, to participating in weekend boarding 
activities, it has been amazing. I have met a wonderful bunch of friends who are some 
of my closest friends yet, and many of the teachers have helped me along the way. 
When I joined in Year 6, I was quite nervous because this was the first time I had come 
to a boarding school, however I fitted right in. It feels like I have been in this school 
since The Walled Garden, because of how close I have grown to it. I was very excited to 
find out that I made into the 1st hockey, and I got to go on hockey tour too. The range 
of activities which Sandroyd provides are absolutely amazing. Some of my favourite 
memories has been of participating in both of the plays I have been in, some of my 
characters are small but I enjoyed every moment. I have developed many nicknames 
by teachers and friends, which have always made me laugh. My education immediately 
increased when I went to Sandroyd, it has taught me so much over those few years 
that I was there. Sandroyd is and always will be one of the schools which I hold in 
my heart forever. I can’t believe that it has to end now, I hope I will be able to keep 
many memories from Sandroyd and remember the great times I had there. I will miss 
Sandroyd a lot, and I wish it all the best for the years to come.   

Charlie Rooke Arrived: 2016, Destination: Milton Abbey

I have been at Sandroyd for about four and a half years now. It has been a very exciting 
and long journey. What I will miss dearly about Sandroyd is that the staff never want 
you to give up. After my first term I got held back a year and at one point after that 
I was going to give up. But the staff were so good and they believed that I could do 
it. And they have kept me motivated and they made me dig deep. I achieved my 
dream which was to be a Sport Scholar at my next school which made me extremely 
privileged and proud. Even if something does not go right in life you carry on with grit 
and determination and it will pay off in the long run. I also want to say the drama has 
been fantastic and I have participated in Bourbon and the Nutcracker, Perseus and 
the Gorgon’s Head and The Wizard of Oz. I have enjoyed taking part in all of these 
productions and developed my acting skills so I can put these to good use at my senior 
school. I have enjoyed every second of the sport here since I came to the school. I have 
enjoyed maturing as a sportsman and developing my skills for the near future. I have 
also loved participating in the matches and I will greatly appreciate all the dedication 
that the staff put in to making it happen as well. I am very sad that I am leaving Sandroyd 
but I wish the school all the best in the future. 

William Page-Roberts Arrived: 2009, Destination: Bryanston

I have been at Sandroyd since Nursery and therefore it has been a significant and 
amazing part of my life. I have many great memories of Sandroyd.  I very much enjoyed 
all sports, particularly rugby, and the coaching enabled great progress for me and my 
teammates.  I will also remember our long and successful cricket matches.  I held the 
position of Captain of House Sport and was extremely proud when Wylye won the house 
cricket.  The wonderful and extensive grounds allowed for amazing times playing sport 
and having fun outside, especially during the long summer evenings, a memory I shall 
carry forever. I participated in four plays, most memorably in Year 8 playing an apple 
tree! Sandroyd gave me a love of science, geography and maths with excellent teachers 
who encouraged and inspired me throughout my years. One lasting memory will be 
being part of the Sandroyd Year 8 squash team and beating Port Regis 5:0, resulting 
in a much anticipated celebratory treat.

I have been at Sandroyd for about four years and during that time, I have learnt a lot 
of things including the difference between Chinese and English life. I have also learnt 
how to play sports such as cricket, hockey and netball where I played for the 3rd team. 
I have also acted in plays and my favourite one was The Wizard of Oz because it was 
my last play at Sandroyd. I have also enjoyed playing the Flute and performing in 
concerts. The thing I most enjoyed at Sandroyd was the summer term when we got to 
play outside with our friends, I also enjoyed the weekends and the amazing food!  I will 
always remember the large fields at Sandroyd since it is in such beautiful countryside. 
I will miss the friends I have made when we move on to different schools and I will 
miss the lessons with the teachers since they have taught me for almost four years.

Emily Pu Arrived: 2017, Destination: Downe House
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Bella Smith-Bingham Arrived: 2015, Destination: Godolphin

I have been at Sandroyd for five years and during my time at Sandroyd I have forged lifelong 
friendships and had wonderful experiences. I particularly enjoyed the Sport at Sandroyd, 
I have competed in Wessex doing High Jump and Relays. I wasn’t very successful with my 
Relays but I came out on top for High Jump. I then went on to compete at Nationals and 
came 4th. Then last year I won Wessex again and set a championship record! After that 
I went to the Nationals and came 2nd! I went to Addington last year to compete in the 
Riding Nationals, and I got a clear round! I went with some friends and we had a really 
fun time. In the past year at Sandroyd I auditioned for the County netball team with two 
of my friends and we all got the chance to play for Dorset. I was also awarded the Sports 
Scholarship to Godolphin which has given me a lot of confidence and tells me that I want 
to pursue my sport in the future. I have really enjoyed all the team sports at Sandroyd. 
They have taught me a lot about being a team player and that we are stronger if we work 
as a team. Sandroyd has also taught me how much fun boarding is. I was quite daunted 
at the thought of boarding at first but once I got into the swing of it I had a blast! I have 
also had the chance to sing in the Chapel and Chamber Choirs with some of my best 
friends, we went on fun singing trips to other schools and sang in concerts. I will really miss 
Sandroyd because it has been a part of my life that I will never forget.

Harry Simpson Gee Arrived: 2015, Destination: Sherborne

I joined Sandroyd in Year 4 and I have loved every minute here. My main enjoyment 
and achievement has been sport. My favourite sporting achievements were captaining 
the U13A, winning a rugby 7s tournament at Clayesmore, getting my colours and being 
awarded my Sport Scholarship to Sherborne. Sandroyd has taught me masses from 
Drama to Academics. I used to struggle massively with my Boarding but with the help 
of the wonderful Houseparents they have helped me get through it. My favourite trips 
at Sandroyd would have to be PGL or the French trip. I also got my Sports Scholarship 
to Sherborne. I’ve been in several productions, the latest one being The Wizard of Oz 
where I played the Tin Man. It was very challenging as I don’t really act, but it was great 
fun and I learnt a huge amount. I will really miss Sandroyd as it has meant a lot to me, I 
will be sad to leave my friends as I leave for Sherborne, but Sandroyd has done their job 
as they have prepared me for my next school. I will never forget Sandroyd and the friends 
I have made here.

Freddie Shiel Arrived: 2015, Destination: Bryanston

I’ve been at Sandroyd for an engaging five years. I have thoroughly enjoyed each one of 
them. I’ve participated in three plays during my time at Sandroyd, I played a monkey, drunk 
guard and a gate master. I loved participating in these plays; they did not only improve 
my drama skills but I enjoyed them. I give an overwhelming thanks to my teachers for 
helping me through my time at Sandroyd, they are the reason I am where I am today.  I 
am so glad that I have spent this part of my life being enriched by the facilities of what 
Sandroyd has to offer. I was truly privileged to spend time there.  

George Shaw Porter Arrived: 2013, Destination: Bryanston

My time at Sandroyd could not have been better. I started in Year 2 so it has been a few 
long years as a Sandroydian. My Riding has improved massively as well as my Academic 
subjects. I have loved every production we have done and I’m looking forward to taking 
my LAMDA to the next level at Bryanston. I have been made Captain of Riding which is an 
amazing achievement. I have got to the finals at Bridmore three times but unfortunately 
I have never won. My time at Sandroyd has had its ups and downs but the majority of 
me wants to stay there forever because it’s a school I will never forget. I have had many 
sports games against other schools and have done well in a lot of them. The staff could 
not have been more supportive and I hope I am looking up to a brighter future.
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I have only been at Sandroyd for three years but it feels as though it has been a lifetime! It 
has opened up so many opportunities for me. In sport I have played for the Dorset netball 
team, taken part in triathlons and tetrathlons, learnt to shoot and greatly improved my 
running, swimming and riding. I feel really proud of the progress I made riding on the 
flat and in dressage but also of completing the cross country riding course. I have also 
played cricket for the 1sts. On the music front, I have enjoyed playing the saxophone in 
the jazz and woodwind bands, and I have been lucky enough to sing in the Chapel and 
Chamber choirs. I performed in the dance shows and loved being part of the Year 8 play, 
the Wizard of Oz. I will miss feeling so at home at Sandroyd but am really excited about 
the new adventures ahead of me.

Sophie Welch Arrived: 2017, Destination: Sherborne Girls

Bella Tylor Arrived: 2014, Destination: Sherborne Girls 

I joined Sandroyd in 2014, and I am now packing my bags for Sherborne Girls. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed playing in many teams like 1st hockey, netball, tennis. I made the 1st 
hockey team in Year 7 and then I went on to be Captain and gain my colours. I was put 
forward to try out for Dorset hockey and earned a place in the U14 team and now moving 
on to the England Player Pathway which is an amazing acheivement! I performed in The 
Wizard of Oz, Bourbons and Other Crackers, and Perseus and The Gorgon Medusa where 
I played the main role of the Gorgon Medusa. I tried out for a Sports and Art Scholarship 
and thoroughly enjoyed the preparation and I was delighted to be awarded a Sports 
Scholarship at the end of it. I have so many memories and shall miss Sandroyd very much.

I have been at Sandroyd for six years, I have enjoyed every minute of it and I will take away 
many happy memories with me. I have been in a few performances and most recently 
played Uncle Henry in The Wizard of Oz. I was definitely out of my comfort zone but 
ended up really enjoying it. I have loved playing all the different sports at Sandroyd and in 
particular cricket. I was lucky enough to go on the hockey tour which was great fun. I will 
always remember my time at Sandroyd and hope to keep in touch with lots of friends.I 
will take away many happy memories such as the hockey tour and the French trip in Year 
7. I will remember many happy moments which I will treasure forever. 

Alexander Trinkler Arrived: 2014, Destination: Sherborne

I started my time at Sandroyd, in Year 2, and that is where I had my first taste of academic 
work and sport. When I left The Walled Garden and entered Prep in Year 3, I loved it. I 
enjoyed cricket, football and I enjoyed rugby most of all. I enjoyed forging friendships with 
my fellow pupils in my year. I will miss Mrs CC, Mr Ray, Mr Acton, Mr Attlee, Mr Bradbury 
and the rest of the staff members. I remember in the U13 football match against Sexeys 
with Mr Attlee as the coach for the team. It was a corner, which Sexeys was taking, and 
for fun we formed a wall which did absolutely nothing against the ball. The ball flew over 
our heads and entered the “D” where someone kicked it in the goal. I also remember the 
mock exams, and there is one exam I remember in particular-Geography. I remember 
looking at the OS section and seeing that the OS map was not there so I told Mr Ray, and 
he went to go find another OS map. Whilst he was gone I turned for the next page and 

saw the OS map which was quite annoying because I just told Mr Ray I could not find it.  

William Thomasin-Foster Arrived: 2014, Destination: Radley College
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Ludo Weston Arrived: 2014, Destination: King’s School Bruton

I have been at Sandroyd for six years. The first sport I played was a tag rugby game against 
Perrott Hill, and I really enjoyed it and rugby still is my favourite sport. My favourite match 
was against Farleigh in Year 8 I made my best tackle ever and it felt awesome, that game 
was really tough but really fun. I didn’t do many Riding competitions at Sandroyd but 
the few I did participate in during Triathlons where really good fun, and the running was 
impossible. The PGL trip was quite memorable! Although rugby was my favourite sport I 
really enjoyed Swimming and I did several competitions. In my final year in Year 8 I tried 
for an All-Round Scholarship which consisted of Sport and Art. I managed to get the 
Scholarship to King’s Bruton, and I was really pleased. The teachers were all really good 
and funny, my favourite lessons were probably Maths and PE, with Mr Blomfield and Mr 
Ray. Being at The Walled Garden was really funny and I enjoyed it. My time at Sandroyd 
has been amazing and I thank all the teachers for that and Mr Speers for creating such 
a lovely atmosphere.

Isabelle Wilde Arrived: 2015, Destination: King’s College Taunton

I have been at Sandroyd since Year 3, and I have really enjoyed every second of my time 
here. During my time at Sandroyd, I have been in several performances, including ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’, ‘The Year 7 Showcase’ and ‘The Jungle Book’. I thoroughly enjoyed them 
all and my acting skills have improved hugely. I have also been in the Choir since Year 3 
and I have relished learning from the inspiring music teachers and I am currently working 
towards Grade 6 singing. One of my favourite hobbies is Art. When I found out I got my 
scholarship, it was a dream come true. Especially after all the preparation! I have been in a 
number of sports teams, and I have loved being in every single match I have played,whether 
we have won or lost. During my time at Sandroyd, I have come so far with my sport, from 
being in the Cs in Year 7, to the 1sts in Year 8, thanks to the amazing sports teachers. I 
will miss Sandroyd so much, as I have cherished memories here and I have made life long 
friendships which I will remember forever as well as being taught by incredible teachers.

Victoria Zabala Arrived: 2019, Destination: Abroad

This is my second year at Sandroyd, I came in Year 6 and loved Sandroyd so much I had to 
come back this year. I love doing sports such as hockey and netball. I also play the piano 
and have LAMDA lessons because I love acting. In the Year 8 play, The Wizard of Oz, I was 
Toto and I really enjoyed singing and dancing with my friends. I am also in modern dance 
which I really like. At Sandroyd I learnt new things like Horse Riding, cooking and useful 
life skills like teamwork and communication. Sandroyd has helped me learn valuable 
things like reciting poetry or speaking in public. So for that I am leaving Sandroyd with 
happy memories and a great experience. I hope everyone who is leaving Sandroyd leaves 
as happy as I am.
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Dr Penny Hasler
Dr. Hasler left us at the end of the summer term 2020 after 35 years of teaching at Sandroyd. It is 
credit to her that, despite her final term being during lockdown and remote teaching, that she carried 
on in her inimitable style.  Penny has worked at the school under four Headmasters (and one acting 
one!) and has been a consistent influence in the junior wing throughout. She ran this department 
for many years, guiding new staff and pupils alike with a calm and steady hand as they learnt the 
‘Sandroyd way’. She retires to her lovely home in Crendell where she will continue to develop her 
beautiful garden. 

Miss Penny Hasler, as she was first known, arrived at Sandroyd a newly qualified teacher in 1985. She 
established herself in Year 4 and has taught many many Old Sandroydians in her classroom at the 
distinctive wooden desks. Although she always taught Year 4 she was far from just a Year 4 teacher. 
A creative person herself, she loved teaching art and her craft activities were always popular. She 
accompanied the school on various ski trips abroad and on one memorable occasion she had to 
stay on longer to look after a boy who had ended up in hospital! Many will also remember the trips 
to the Dorchester Tutankhamun Museum, the summer farm trip and the Fishbourne Roman Villa. 
Many generations of Sandroydians will remember the Swallows and Amazons camp out in Sandroyd 
grounds with much fondness and sometimes this was the first time the children had stayed overnight 
at Sandroyd. 

Penny lived in school for a number of years in various staff properties, ending up in Masters cottage. 
Her boarding duties were always accompanied by a parrot (of the puppet variety). ‘Red Room’ on 
a Saturday afternoon which she ran for the whole 35 years of her career was a welcoming place 
where boarders of any age could go for some lego, crafting or just a chat, always a popular location 
to gravitate towards on a Saturday afternoon. 

The raison d’etre for her working life was giving care and looking after the well-being of the pupils, 
creating memorable experiences for generations of children. I know she will be missed enormously 
by both the staff and pupils. Many old boys and girls who come back have wanted to pop down to 
see Dr. Hasler in her classroom, the place and teacher that many of them had started their Sandroyd 
journey with. Some years ago a boy she taught called her Dr Dazzler - a very appropriate name!

We marked Penny’s hundredth term only a few terms ago and for any teacher this is an extraordinary 
achievement. For Penny to have maintained her exceptional standards through each and every term 
that she taught at Sandroyd is simply remarkable and a true testament to her dedication to the 
children and Sandroyd. We wish Penny well in her richly deserved retirement, we imagine much of 
which will be spent in her beautiful garden!
Abi Carlyle-Clarke

FAREWELLS
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Jacky Dale
Jacky’s ability to support the children in their learning 
shone through from her first day to her last at The 
Walled Garden. She is such a bubbly, happy and 
dedicated person and always ensured every child 
received the best care and teaching as possible. Jacky’s 
passion for Religious Studies was a particular strength in 
her teaching, as was her enthusiasm to join in all of our 
music, dance, PE and sports activities. Jacky has moved 
to work at a school local to her supporting children in 
Key Stage 2. We know that she will be missed by many 
at The Walled Garden but wish her well for her new role. 
Kate Blomfield

Myra May-Papailiou
Myra May arrived at Sandroyd  in 2018 when we needed 
a Latin teacher at short notice. Not only did she hit the 
ground running, but we soon realised that we were 
lucky enough to have found a completely inspirational 
educator and teacher. Myra quickly established 
herself as a kind and continually cheerful member 
of staff who, despite being part-time, was always a 
big presence at school. She swiftly got to grips with 
the Latin Department giving extra time to support 
scholars and creating enjoyment in the classroom. 
Alongside this, she ran a Greek Club which had a small 
but dedicated following. Myra’s warm character and her 
skills in the classroom will be missed as she retires from 
teaching to allow her to concentrate on exam marking 
and getting back to sailing and riding when she can. 
We wish her the very best with her semi-retirement.
Abi Carlyle-Clarke
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Jane Scott
Jane’s warm and infectious personality shone 
through in everything that she did for The Walled 
Garden and over in the Prep School. She started 
working in The Walled Garden before transferring 
to be a classroom assistant in the Prep School. In 
both roles, she supported the children in all aspects 
of their learning and was always ready with a big 
smile for staff and pupils. Jane has moved to work 
in a local nursery and we know that the children 
she works with will be very lucky to be in her care.
Abi Carlyle-Clarke and Kate Blomfield

Sarah Stonton-Shirley
Sarah arrived at Sandroyd back in 2014, and we were 
very sad to see her leave at the end of the summer 
term. Sarah initially joined as a teacher in The Walled 
Garden and then later became a Year 3 teacher. During 
her time at Sandroyd, she inspired many young learners 
with her creative and exciting approach to lessons. 
A keen crafter, Sarah could often be found providing 
extra fun activities for children in the evenings and at 
weekends. She has been involved in many areas of 
school life aside from her teaching including spelling, 
art, decorating the Junior  Wing and always baking 
cakes for the staff as well as many of the children! 
Sarah has been a wonderful colleague to many of 
us; kind and thoughtful, she always puts the children 
at the front of her thoughts. She has been a much 
valued member of the Sandroyd community. We hope 
she stays in touch with the many friends she leaves 
behind and we wish her all the best for the future.
Jenny Macalpine
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